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CONSERVATION COMMISSION 

78 Main Street, Hudson, MA 01749

(978) 562-2948
Paul Byrne, Chairman ____   ​​​​​​​​_______________________     Marianne Iarossi    

David Mercer  __________       Joseph Rodrigues  _________     W. Minot Wood
Meeting Minutes
April 7, 2016
Meeting was called to order at 7:00 PM by vice chair Paul Byrne
Roll Call: Paul Byrne, David Mercer, Joe Rodrigues, Marianne Iarossi 
Preliminaries
Catie Childs, Emilie Schuler and Brandon Parker were present to introduce themselves as candidates for the Conservation Commission vacancies. 
Public Hearings and Discussions
Farley Elementary School, Discussion

Present: Denise Reid, Rachel Scanlon

Representatives of Farley Elementary School discussed their request to improve an existing trail that leads to Pickles Pond.  The trail is currently a dirt path about 3 feet wide and 300 feet long with multiflora rose encroaching on the sides.  The applicant would like to cut back the multiflora rose and to cover the surface of the trail with 3 inches of crushed stone and stone dust, compressed with a roller machine.  The surface would be permeable and ADA compliant.  The Commission suggested a surface of 1.5 inches of crushed stone with stone dust on top, and use of a hand roller rather than a vibrating motorized roller. The work must be done during dry weather and 2 weeks’ notice must be given to the Conservation Agent.   
NOI, 50 Lakeside Avenue, 190-0594

Present: Mark Smith
The applicant presented his plan to construct a retaining wall along the shoreline of Lake Boone.  DEP recommended that shrubs be planted along the upgradient edge of the wall to aid in the long-term stability of the Bank. The Commission required planting 20 small, native shrubs along the wall.  Silt fence must be installed between the fence and the water.  Paul Byrne moved to close the hearing and issue an Order of Conditions, second by Joe Rodrigues, vote 4-0-0

RDA, 7 Proctor Avenue

Present: Malcolm Taylor
The applicant presented his request to replace the septic system.  Straw wattles will be used for erosion control and filter fabric will protect the catch basins.  Paul Byrne made a motion to issue a negative determination, second by Joe Rodrigues, vote 4-0-0
Discussion, 1 Houghton Street
Present: Michael Chaves

The applicant would like to clean up fallen branches and debris, move the jersey barriers and install a fence.  He would like to spread crushed stone on the lot and plant arbor vitae or other shrubs.  The Commission determined that the work could be done with administrative approval. Paul Byrne pointed out that there are wells on the site and that they will need to be capped and labeled so that they can be accessed if necessary. 
Continued NOI, Zina Road, 190-0592
Present: David Haines, Haines Hydrogeologic Consulting; Michael Harrington, Southern Sky Renewable Energy; John Henry, BETA Group
A tree fund of $4000 will be set up for the purpose of planting trees in disturbed Riverfront Areas as mitigation for the large number of trees that will be cut for the solar facility.   GZA will be serving as the environmental monitor for the site.  MassDEP requires monthly environmental reports be submitted. No herbicides will be used on site except for painting cut stems of invasive vegetation.  Fencing will be 6” from the ground to allow for wildlife movement.
Paul Byrne made a motion to close the hearing but to hold off on issuing the Order of Conditions until it is determined how to set up the tree fund and the special conditions are reviewed.  Second by Joe Rodrigues, vote 4-0-0.

Administrative Business
Violation, 3 Parmenter Road
Present: Scott and Christine Henion
The Henions had thought that the stream was exempt from the Wetlands Protection Act because of the Town drainage easement.  They cut the trees because they thought they were hazardous.  The Commission explained that any future tree cutting or other work on the property will require permission from the Conservation Commission.  The Henions have been planting non-native and somewhat invasive vegetation along the stream banks; the Commission required them to plant native vegetation in the future.

Public Voice

Brian ONeill represented a large group of residents who oppose the proposed Eversource project.  Paul Byrne stated that the project is not yet before the Commission and that the Commission cannot discuss the project or form opinions until it is presented to them at a legally posted Public Hearing.  

Paul Byrne moved to accept the minutes from March 17.  Second by Joe Rodrigues, vote 4-0-0. 

Marianne Iarossi volunteered to represent the Commission on the Community Preservation Committee.  The Commission voted 4-0-0 to approve Marianne’s nomination as their representative.

The Commission discussed the applicants for the vacancies and requested that the Board of Selectmen appoint Catie Childs and Emilie Shuler to fill the vacancies and to appoint Brandon Parker as an associate Commissioner if he is interested in the associate position.
Adjournment
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